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ABSTRACT 

Evaluation is discussed as knowledge construction. 
Examinations are considered as tests of knowledge or as tests of 
students and then as selection tools or as the construction of 
knowledge in themselves. Examinations involve the power to define 
what is common knowledge in a discipline and in a culture, and the 
examination discourse contributes to the construction of this valid 
knowledge. The postmodern perspective on knowledge is characterized 
by a disbelief in the metanarratives of legitimation. Knowledge is 
not fixed, but constructed, and a postmodernist perspective leads to 
the interpretat ion of knowledge as social construction. Some of the 
knowledge tensions in a postmodern condition are applied to 
evaluation, focusing on the tension between universal 
commensurabi 1 i ty and the narratives of local cultures in an era when 
universal metanarratives no 1 onger appear as the f oundat i ons of valid 
knowledge. The future of evaluation may rest on research that crosses 
cultural and disciplinary boundaries. (Contains 2 figures and 31 
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